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Appointments



The Fall into Sin

Genesis 13
Aln the beginning God created
behol d, it was very goodo (Ge

condition of Godods perfect cr
window is a sort of snapshot of the moment the woman-oetee

the temptation to eat of the forbidden fruit of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

The serpent, shown on the br
the woman to doubt Goddos Word
disobedient eating and lured the woman to eat by promising her
goHl i ke status i f she did. The
had been given to the woman (and thus for Dr. Luther also the
womanodés pastor), also seems re

They ate. Their eyes were opened. They were ashamed, and
they tried to hide from God. Yet, they could not escape the
judgment of the Lord, Whose Presence in the Garden is indicated
in the window by the beams of light. Before He delivered that
judgment to the woman and man, however, He made the first
Gospel promise while cursing the serpent:

| will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; He shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel. (Genesis 3:16 KJV)

Jesus ful fi-Gbegdeltdhi pr dimpirod owh
Satanbs power on the <c¢cross, €
Liturgyds Proper Preface for l
Awho by a tree once overcameo
treeo. I ndeed, the cross for
we eat and live forever (Genesis 3:22; Revelation 2:7).

After delivering the law and the Gospel to the man and the
woman, God made the first sacrifice to cover their shame
(Genesis 3:21), which bl oodshe
sacrifice for us. Though forgiven, Adam and Eve still suffered the
consequences for their sin: God drove them from the garden and
they eventually died, returning to the dust from which God
formed them. (Genesis 2:7; 3:19)



Satanbds Ki

Romans 5
fAS by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by
sin; € so death
all men, for that all have
sinnedo (Romans
is fitting that the symbol below
The Fall into Sin window
reminds us of si
power over the world and over
us.

Thi s Aoriginal
inherit at conception (Psalm
51:5) means, as we confess in
the Liturgy, ntt
nature sinful and unclean and
that we have sinned against
[God] by thought, word, and
deedo. This orig
all, no matter their age,
spiritually dead and unable to
believe in Jesus Christ or come
to Him (Augsburg Confession
[1:1-2; Small Catechism, 11:6).

Birth from above of water
and the Spirit (John 3:5)
cleanses us of all of our sin,
but until delivered from this

vale of tears even the baptized
| remain saints and sinners:
unable to always do the good
they want to do or to not do the
evil they know they should not
do (Romans 7:19).




The Flood

Genesis @
AGod saw that the wickedness ¢
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually. e But Noah foun
Lordo (Genesis 6:5, 8 KJV). Th
deliverance of the Gospel are both evident in the earliest verses of
the account of the flood.

The Lord decided to wipe corrupt humankind off the face of
the earth, except for Noah and his family. Noah and his family
were also sinners, but t hey fo
t hat i s, they |l ived by faith
Noah made an ark and brought in two of every living creature, to
also keep them alive. God Himself shut them in.

Then, the fountains of the great deep and the windows of
heaven opened, and rain fell upon the earth for forty days and
forty nights. For another 150 days, the waters covered the entire
earth (at one point twenty feet over the highest mountain), and
every living thing upon the face of the earth was destroyed except
for Noah and those with him in the ark.

God remembered Noah (and all those with him) and sent a
wind to make the waters recede. The ark came to rest, and, some
time later, a dove returning to the ark with a freshly plucked olive
showed Noah that the waters had receded. Shortly after, God sent
Noah out from the ark, and the first thing Noah did was to build
an altar to the Lord and worship Him.

The flood and Noahodés deliver
to sin and a new beginning. Similarly, in His preaching, Jesus
used the flood as an example of the suddenness of His return
(Matthew 24:373 9 ) . So it was t hSmall Dr
Catechism(Baptism, question 4) teaches us that:

The Old Adam in us should, by daily contrition and

repentance, be drowned and die with sins and all evil lusts

and, again, a new man daily come forth and arise, who shall

live before God in righteousness and purity forever.
Confession and absolution occu
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Baptism and

Church
1 Peter 3

irthe ark was a preparing,
wherein few, that is, eight souls
were saved by water. The like
figure whereunto even baptism
doth also now sa
3:20b21a KJV). It seems odd
to saywatersaved Noah and his
family, but that is how the Holy
Spirit inspired St. Peter.

We pass through the
Baptismal waters to enter into
the Church, what Dr. Martin

Luther in the @nf
his Baptismal rite called the
Aholy ark of Chr

53:97). The main body of a

church building is called the

Ainaveo, from the

ship, which was from the Greek.
The New Testament is full

of Raschh ypr ¢ h o im

. On more than one occasion, St.

Peter climbed from the sea into
from a ship (Matthew 14:282;
John 21:7, 11), and those in the
ship with Christ are safe from
the stormy seas of life (see
Matthew 8:2327; Mark 4:37

4 41: Luke 8:2225; but compare

Ephesians 4:14).

Over this ark of the Church
is the sign of (
promise: the rainbow (Genesis
9:8-17).
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Abraham and Isaac

Genesis 22
AThe angel of the LORD <call ed
And said é because thou hast
withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing | will bless
thee, and in multiplying | will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand whisu pon t he sea shoa
thy seed shal/l al | the nation
22:158 KJV). The third window shows this moment, the artist
envisioning Abraham and Isaac embracing after the ram God
provided had been sacrificed on the altar.

Abraham and Sarah had waited so long for Isaac to be born.
Space here does not permit recounting their whole story; Genesis
1521 covers it. All of us, but especially those who have waited
some time for the conception of a child, can probably imagine the
anguish that coul d have preve
Godds test of faith: to sacrif

Perhaps the most important part of this account comes when
Abraham and Isaac are on their way together. Isaac asks where
the lamb for the offering is, and Abraham tells him that God
would provide a lamb, which He did. (Genesis 22;8.3.)

Lest we think that the lamb God provided meant that
Abraham did not make the sacrifice, remember that the author of
Hebrews says that Abrahadid offer Isaac and, figuratively,
received him back from the dead (Hebrews 111:9Y.

Abrahamés willingness to off
son as a sacrifice beautifull
love in offering as a sacrifice His onrbegotten Son, Jesus
(Abrahamdés descendant i n Whom
blessed). Whoever believes in Jesus has everlasting life. (John
3:16:18.) Abraham is an example for us in this faith, too;
Scripture tells us repeatedly
was counted unto him for right
4:3; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23). Indeed, the righteous live by faith
(Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11).



The Agnus Dei

John 1:29, 36

AThe next day Jo
coming unto him, and saith,
Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the
worl d. o (John 1
Abraham said God would
provide a lamb, and John the
Baptizer identi fi
as Jesus.Agnus Deiis Latin for
ALamb of God.)

The precise filLa
expression used by John is only
used in this chapter of St. John
the Evangelistos
Jesus is also called the Lamb
some thirty times in the
Revelation to St. John, but a
different expression is used. The
general idea is that of sacrifice,
which Jesus made of Himself
with no complaint (Isaiah 53:7,
Jeremiah 11:19).

The congregation sings to the
Agnus Deiin the liturgy of the
communion service (se€The
Lutheran Hymnalpage 28). This
canticle, or liturgical song, is not
just a repetitior
or addressed to Jesus in heaven;
rather, it is sung to the Lamb
present on the altar in the
Sacrament with His very Body
and Blood sacrificed given and
shed for the forgiveness of
your sins.




Passover

Exodus 12
AAnd the blood shal/l be to vy
where ye are: and when | see the blood, | will pass over you, and
the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when | smite the
|l and of EgyptkK. (Exodus 12: 13

Abraham and | saacos descend
Egypt, but God sent Moses to lead the people out of bondage.
When the Pharaoh would not fo
worship God, God sent a series of ten plagues to demonstrate
His power and superiority over the gods of Egypt. The last and
worst plague was the sending of the Destroyer to kill every
firstborn.

God also provided a way to escape the destruction of the
tenth plague, however: the believers were to sacrifice a spotless
lamb and take its blood to mark the side and upper posts of the
houses in which they ate the lamb. God would see the blood and
pass over the house. It happened just as God said it would. Next,
Pharaoh let the Israelites go, and they left in great haste, without
time to knead their bread and

God instituted a way for the people to remember His
deliverance. Every year they were to celebrate both the Passover
and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The Passover was restricted
to those who were of the household of faith, admitted by the rite
of circumcision (Exodus 12:485). Of the Passover, the children

were taught: At iI's the sacr|
passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when
he smote the Egyptians, and
12:27).

Jesus greatly desired to celebrate the Passover with His
disciples (Luke 22:15), but the last time He did, the teaching
changed. Jesus, the Spotless Lamb of God (1 Peter 1:19), gave
His own flesh and blood for believers (marked by the
circumcision of Baptism) to eat and drink in order both to be
delivered from slavery to sin and its plague of death and to be
freed to worship God. When God looks at us who believe, He
sees not the filthy rags of our sin (Isaiah 64:6), but robes washed
white in the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 7:14).
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Chalice and Host
1 Corinthians 11:236

AChrist our Passo
for uso (1 Corint
The chalice (cup) and host
(wafer, call ed i
Latin for nsacr i f
that Jesus fulfills the Passover as

He gives us His Body and Blood

for the forgiveness of sins.

The beginning part of the
communion liturgy (called the
Proper Preface) during the Easter
season says t hat
very Paschal Lamb who was
offered for us and hath taken
away the sins of the
world. o (TLH, p. 2
He is our Passover Lamb, as
APaschal 6 comes f
word for APassove

As the people of Israel ate
the physical body of the lamb
slain for their deliverance, so we
eat the real, physical body of the
Lamb slain on the cross for our
del i verance. Chr
with us in the blood of the
chalice and the body of the host
is not spiritual only, but it is also
physical.

Note that on the opposite
side of the Sanctuary the
| windows are flipped, as it were.
Paired with Jesus:s

i ||| the Sacrament of the Altar is a

small window reminding us of
the Lordds Passov
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Moses and the law
Exodus 1934 s a

fANnd it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount gﬁ?:%;

. ny wi
with the two tables of testy{mo
face shone € 0 KJV)E Xhs dsuvghat 83ut fifti@ the
window shows: MosesO arri v allwiceb
set of stone tablets of the thesnewed covenant; Exodus-39
tells why a second set and renewal were needed, and it tellsymere
about Mosesd face (8s does dedC

God Himself wrote on the tablets all the details of "tNe® d
covenant, though we usually think of them as containing onI%Eﬁ%ﬂ
Ten Commandments. We also usually think of the first table a
commandments pertaining to our love of God and the second as
centering on our love of our neighbors (see Matthew 224> © t
Even knowing this, however, we are still outgidénough not far_h'm
outsid® the Kingdom of God (Mark 12:281). ipping

Yet, without the law we would not know that we had sinhell
(Romans 3:20; 7:7). The law is a mirror to us, showing us our ﬁi1n.
Not only are all people sinful from conception (Psalm 51:5);_\|Plés
also all have actually sinned (Romans 3:23; 5:12). Moredver
when we break the law at one point we are guilty of breakin |_|f
all (James 2:10). Given all that, it is hard for us to see: the
commandments as God intended them: descriptive stateménts of
how His people would live their lives since He delivered them.

The law was grace, but we have received grace on t9g.ffs
grace, God says through St. ;Jo
by Moses, but grace and tr 4t
17). Jesus kept the law perfectly, as we cannot, and He paid the
price for our not having kept it. This Good News calls usgtq) o
repent of our sin, confess it, and to believe in Jesus. Under t?g\ﬁ‘
new covenant (or testament) ,
tablets of our hearts (Jeremiah 31:33; 2 Corinthians 3:3).

We generally call the Bibhygf
not do fAthe | awo and its tgagetl
does for our salvation fAtheggr
other, broader uses of both of these words in the Bible. | ds

0 say
sto
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Legal freedom

Romans 14
#Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that
believetho (Romar
AEndo her e can
Aterminationo, A
Afgoal o0, Acul mi na
Hi ms e | fThirk anot that | f
am come to destroy the law, or
the prophets: | am not come to
destroy, but to
5:17). When He died on the
cross He boldly
i s f i @ohs BO@),owhich
could refer to the law.

Yet, we remain under the
law, for we are both saint and
sinner. The isai
| redeemed by the work completed
| on the cross, now does not live
| under the law (Romans 6:1146),
lbut the Asinner o,
‘ original sin remaining in us, still

- does. These two natures are in

this life always at war within us

" (Romans 7:125).

' St. Paul and Martin Luther,

- following St. Paul, detail well

. the life free from the law but still
under it. See St .
the Galatians, especially chapters
36, and Martin L
writing On the Freedom of a
Christian, found in volume 31,
pages 32-877, of the American
EditonofLut her 6 s Wor k
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King David

1 Samuel 1€ Samuel 24

AAnd thine house and thy king:t
before thee: thy throne shall
7:16 KJV), so God spoke to David through Nathan the prophet.
Our sixth window shows the great King David on his throne,
holding a copy of theTorahi n keepi ng with (
through Moses (Deuteronomy 17:18).

David the shepherd boy killed a lion to protect the sheep he
tended. David the musician pl a
king, Saul. David also served Saul as armor bearer and
commander of the army, after David killed the Philistine giant,
Gol i at h, with a sling and a s
strongest king and the measure of every king that followed.

As great a king as David was, however, he was also a great
sinner. He committed adultery with Bathsheba and had her
husband, Uriah the Hittite, m
thing that David had done disp
The Lord confronted David through Nathan the prophet. David

confessed: Al have sinned agai
hi m, saying: AThe Lord al so h
12:13) . Davidos penitenti al P S

wonderfully reminds us of Baptism (Psalm 51:2, 7).

As great a king as David was, Jesus is greater. Jesus is even
greater than Dawho slidteeded Danid o thé o r
t hrone and Airepresented t he I
became the pattern of the Mess
see His crown in connection with the cross under the crucifixion
window, and we see Him pictured with a crown in the window
over the altar). Our ajfpowerful King, God and Man, rules over
all creatures (believers and unbelievers). This merciful Son of
David rules all relations, all situations. But, the King of Kings
especially governs and protects His Church and leads it to glory.
Though His kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36), everything
on earth and in heaven serves the one purpose of gathering and
preserving His Church!
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Psalms & Star
Psalm 952

ifLet wus come befo
with thanksgiving, and make a
joyful noise unto him with
psal mso (Psalm 9"
The Venite of Matins).

Psalms were written by David
and served as the prayer book, or
hymnal, of the Old Testament, as
they are a part of hymnals today.
David not only wrote Psalms used
as hymns and parts of the
liturgies, but he also saw to it that
the services of the Lord were
carried out, and he planned and
r supplied for the building of the
- | | Temple that Solomon saw
Tcompleted. God 0 s

moved from Moses¢
Wt o Solomonbés Temp
"us in this place today. As the
Jwor ship i n Davi d
Aliturgical o, wi t
such, so liturgical worship
provides the context for us as we
Fopssases (r eceive Godods gif

' dl || in Word and Sacrament.

Legend says that the Star of
s | | David, sometimes called magen
S Dawid (Hebrew f ol
fDavido) comes fro
"}/ Daviddés or his so
21 from the shape of their shields,
but archaeological evidence and
only relativelyrecent use of the
symbol do not support this claim

LD

D

.\:‘
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Elijah and Elisha
2 Kings 2:118

AAnd it came to pass, as t hey
behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and
parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into
heaveno ( 2ZKJIWiThisgsgshe thomkertt depicted by our
final Old Testament window, which serves to commemorate not
only Elijah and Elisha, who are pictured, but also the Old
Testament prophets who are not pictured and all their successors.
When the kingdom once united under David and Solomon
was divided and ruled by less faithful men, God sent prophets to
call the kings and their subjects to return to the Lord from their
false gods, such as Baal, a golden calf. Elijah participated in a
contest of sorts between Baal and the Lord (1 Kings 186)8In
the contest, after Baal failed to answer his 450 prophets by
igniting a bull set on wood, the Lord answered Elijah by dropping
fire that consumed his watdrenched sacrifice, wood, stones,
soil, and even the water left in a trench around the altar. The
people fell on their faces and confessed that only the Lord was
truly God. True faith then was in the Lord God of Israel alone.
Elijah, who recruited his su
saw with his own eyes the ultimate salvation about which he
prophesied. Elijah, along with Moses, appeared with Jesus at
JesusodO great Epi phany on the
they talked about the exodus (or deliverance) that Jesus was about
to bring about in Jerusalem (Luke 9:30). Greater than Moses
and EIlijah, Jesus, as Godbés gr
the cross for the sins of all humankind. The forgiveness Jesus
won is available to anyone who has true faith in Jesus alone.
Godos taking Elijah to heav
ascensi on. Godods taking EIi j a
Christds ascension behind the
on the clouds of heaven, with glory, to judge the quick and the
dead. Every eye will see Him, and He will take those with faith in
Him to be with Him forever. Eternity with Christ in heaven is the
fulfillment of all every true prophet ever spoke.

14
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Preaching Office
2 Kings 1:8
AnHe was an hair
girt with a girdle of leather

about his 1 oi ns:¢
KJV) . Elijahos C
garment and leather belt

identified him as a prophet (as
they identified John the
Baptizer in Matthew 3:4), and
Elijah also was closely
connected with an altar and
water. Unique clothing also
identi fies t oda
pastors, who are also closely
connected with the water of
Holy Baptism and the altar
from where they serve Holy
Communion.

As Elijjah and Elisha
performed miracles with
water and food, so pastors
today use water and food as
means for the giving the
forgiveness of sirts miracles
brought about
power. Jesus also continues to
carry out His prophetic office
through the rightly called and
ordained occupants of His
preaching office. The cloak of
the OIld Testament prophet
was connected with the gift of
the Spirit, as
stole. SeeTLH #483:1 for
how one hymnwriter connects
in song the prophets and the
pastors.

15



The Nativity

Luke 2:120
AAnd she brought forth her fi
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was
no room for t hemKiVnWethave turned the (
corner from the windows on the south side of the Nave to the
windows on the north, and we have turned from Old Testament
accounts to those of the New. First is the Nativity of Our Lord.

By divine inspiration St. Pa
the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
made wunder t he IKMvo SGal datuikand
account is a I|little more spec
Cyrenius was gover na@V). TrefEterBay r i
Word of God becoming flesh and dwelling among His creatures
(John 1:14) was the long awaited fulfilling of many Old
Testament prophecies, going all the way back to the garden and
the promised Seed of the Woman (Genesis 3:15).

As St. Paul continues, t he |
that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of
sons o0 ( Ga&DWw Vet, the Iscardatioh alone did not save
us from our sins. Th@&aby Jesus being born does us no good
unless He grows up to be thvdan Jesus Who dies for us. The
Nicene Creed clearly makes the connection, confessing of Jesus:
AWho for us men and for our s;
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was
made man; and was crucified al

The church father |l renaeus w
love, [Jesus] became what we are, so that He might bring us to be
wh at He Hi mself i s.0 The Dbl es
Incarnation is ours most concretely in the Sacrament of the Altar.

Note that the windowbds artis
effeminate angel at the stable. While angels do not have wings,
they are so pictured to show they are not ordinary creatures.
Similarly, the gold disc around the heads of the Christ child and
the angel (called a nimbus, aureole, or halo) shows them to have
Goddés glory and be holy. The s
known that which is told us concerning this Child (Luke 2:17).
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The Second Adam
1 Corinthians 15:2422

ASi nce by man ca
man came also the
resurrection of the dead; for as

in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made
aliveo (1 Ce&2int
KJV). The symbol in the
lower portion of this window
recal l s Godods c
Adam, from the dust of the
ground. This symbol is most
properly paired as it is with

the Nativity window.

St. Paul at length in
Romans 5:121 compares
Adam and Christ. St. Paul
notes that Adamé¢
death and made many sinners
but t hat Godods
gift that came by Christ
brought life and made many
righteous.

The birth of Christ, the
second Adam, brings +e
creation. Recreation is
available to everyone who
believes and is thereby united
to Christ in Holy Baptism and
Holy Communion. St. Paul
writes: il of any
Christ, he is a new
creatureodo (2 Co
KJIV).

Those who are made new
in Baptism still daily repent,
putting their old Adam to
death so a new man comes to
Yife (Small Catechisrtil:4).




John & Our Lor doés
Matthew 3; Mark 1:112: Luke 3:122: John1:1536

AJesus, when he was baptized,
water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And
l o a voice from heaven, sayin
whom | am wel | pl eld K®/) Thasp our( Ma
second New Testament window represents this event, The
Baptism of our Lord as well as its instrument, John the Baptizer.

Filled with the Holy Ghost e\
thus an example of infant faith even before birth), John the
Baptizer was the last Old Testament prophet. John had the power
and spirit of El'ijah (he even
Elijah had). He prepared the way for the Lord, giving knowledge
of salvation by the forgiveness of sins. He did not hesitate to
preach the law even when it might have cost him his life, as it did
when he condemned Herod the tetrarch, who had divorced and
remarried. He preached the law in order to call people to repent
and believe the good news, and John especially emphasized the
fruits of repentance, those things that people who have repented
and believed should do in their lives.

When Jesus, Who had no sins or sinful nature for baptism to
wash away, came to John, He had to convince John that Baptism
was necessary to fulfill all righteousness (Matthew 333
Thus, Jesus appeared a sinner among sinners and in the water o
the Jordan essentially took on the sins of the world. He
sacramentally involved Himself with sinners and involved them
with His own death. The Fat hei
the rays of |l ight) accepted C
Ssubstituting for sinnersoé unri

Dr . Mar tin Lut her és bapti s me
Bapti smds i mporBLH #2d#&l):( quoted f

To Jordan came our Lord, the Chri
And there was by St. John baptized, / All righteousness fulfilling.
There He did consecrate a bath / To wash away transgression,

To rescue us from bitter death / By His own blood and passion,
New life for us creating!

18



Baptismal Shell
Matthew 28:19

AKnow ye not, t
of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death? Therefore we
are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of
l i feo (RIKIans 6:

As Jesus involved Himself
with sinners sacramentally,
sinners sacramentally involve
themselves with Him. The
shell can remind everyone of
their own baptisms, for shells
are sometimes used to pour
the water on the baptized as
the window shows John
pouring water on Jesus. (Jesus
most likely was not
immersed!) At the font,
regardless of whether a shell
is used, believing sinners
receive forgiveness of sins,
are delivered from death and
the devil, and are given
eternal salvation.

The three persons of the
one Go@ Father, Son, and
Holy Ghos® were all present
at Jesusbod Bapt.i
Trinitarian Name given in
Baptism (Matthew 28:19) is
represented in the window by
9the three drops of water.
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The Lordbés Supp:
Matthew 26:1730; Mark 14:1226; Luke 22:738

AThe Lord Jesus the same ni ght
bread: And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said,

6Take, eat : this is My body, ‘
remembrance of Me . 0 After t hi
cup, when He had supped, sayin

in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of
Me. 60 (1 Co r2bKIV)hThethirsd NelvITesta®ent
window shows the institution o
our Lordbés words that once ar
celebrations of His Sacred Meal in our midst and time.

Jesus Himself sai d, AExcept
man, and drink his blood, y e
KJV). The Church early on knew how important this meal was,
and so it devoted itself to this fellowship of the breaking of bread
and prayer (Acts 2:42), and it did so in the privacy of house
churches, away from those who did not believe (Acts 2:46).
Li kewi se, faithful congregat
Communionodo in keeping with the
as evidenced in Holy Scripture (for example, Romans 16:17) and
the Lutheran Confessions (for example, Apology 15:40).

Overstating the importance of the Sacrament of the Altar for
the | ife of the Church is prot
and Blood given in, with, and under bread and wine give the
forgiveness of sins, and thus life and salvation. Bodily eating and
drinking do not do this alone,
words and the faith that rece
physical presence in the Sacrament, Dr. Martin Luther states, is to
be outside the Christian Church.

The Sacrament administered in keeping with the Gospel (and
as a jewel in the setting of the historic Christian liturgy) not only
Ashows forth the Lordds death
11:26) but is a mark of the church (Augsburg Confession 7:1).

AWhat higher gift can we&LHi nh
#315: 9, l'ine 1), answering an:
may Thy body and Thy bl ood / B
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Bloody Door

Exodus 12

i Wh e n He seeth
upon the lintel, and on the two
side posts, the Lord will pass
over the door, and will not
| suffer the destroyer to come in
unto your houses to smite
youo (ExokKdW.#As 12:
the | ambdéds bl oo
door marked households to be
spared death when the
Passover was instituted, so the
blood of our Passover Lamb
spares us from eternal death.
1 As noted with the

Passover and Chalice and
Host windows on the east side
of the nave, there is a strong
connection between the Old
Testament Passover type and
the New Testament
fulfillment of it Dr. Martin
Lut herdos Easter
|| this strong connection quite
explicit (quoted from TLH,
#195:3, lines A):
See, His blood doth mark our door;
Faith points to it,

And Satan cannot harm us.
Hallelujah!

Jesus longed to eat with
'His disciples the particular
| Passover at which He
instituted the
for He would not eat it again
until its eternal fulfillment
(Luke 22:1516; Revelation
- 19:9). May we also so long to
»eat and drink this heavenly
food!




The Crucifixion

Mt 27:27-61; Mk 15:1647; Lk 23:2656; Jn 19:1742
AAnd when they were come to th
there they crucified Him, and the malefactors, one on the right
hand, and t he ot her &®JV) Thé e
Crucifixion Window holds the fourth and center place among the
New Testament windows, even as its purpose, our redemption,
holds the central place in the Christian faith and its revelation in
Holy Scripture. On the cross the first Gospel promise of Genesis
3:15 is fulfilled (and so are all other Gospel promises) as the Seed
of the Woman crushes the Serpce
he who by a tree once overcame.

The harsh brutality of recent popular portrayals of the
crucifixion is not present I n
event, that is, the blood and other marks of the whipping and
beating Jesus endured before even getting to the cross are not
shown (neither is the title that was on the cross, though loincloths
that probably were not present are shown). By no means,
however, should the absence of blood be taken as a denial of the
suffering Jesus =experienced, |
AHe was wounded for our transg
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with
Hi s stripes we aKJ¥. heal edo (1 s

The Jewish | eaders of Jesusbd
Romans against Jesus, and the Roman soldiers carried out the
crucifixion. The people accepted the blame (Matthew 27:25), and
Pilate denied responsibility (Matthew 27:24), but the Church has
always confessed that each individual sinner is the final cause of
Jesusd death. The foll owing ve

Paul Gerhardt is typicallCH #171:4, see also his #172:4):
| caused Thy grief and sighing
By evils multiplying / As countless as the sands.
| caused the woes unnumbered
With which Thy soul is cumbered, / Thy sorrows raised by wicked hands.

As told by John 19:227, the window shows, among those at
the foot of Jesusd cross, Hi s
|l oved. As Jesus entrusted Mar )
the Church she represents to his ministry and his successors.
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Nehushtan
Numbers 21:8

nAsS Mo s es i ft

serpent in the wilderness,

even so must the Son of man

be lifted up: That whosoever

believeth in him should not

perish, but have eternal

i feo ( d% Kav). 3:

Jesus here recalls the saving
symbol Nehushtan (2 Kings

§ 18:4) and emphasizes the

Means of Grace.

In Numbers 21, the snake
bitten Israelites were as good
as dead, but were given new
life by faith in the promise of
God attached to a bronze
serpent lifted up on a pole. In
John 3, Jesus illustrated to
Nicodemus that sHplagued
people who are as good as
damned are given new life by
faith in the promise of God
attached to water that
connects one to the Son of
Man lifted up on a cross.

Just as looking at the
serpent lifted up on the pole
did not save without faith, so
Baptism and the other Means
of Grace do not save a person
like some magic charms but
save only when the person
receives their benefits in faith.
That saving faith is in Christ,
lifted up to draw all to
Himself (John 12:32).
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Our Lordodés Resurrtr
Mt 28:1-7; Mk 16:2-8:; Lk 24:1-10; Jn 20:118

AThe angel answered and said u
know that ye seek Jesus, Who was crucified. He is not here: for
He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord
l ay. 0 ( Ma6tkgwh Ehevfiftl2 Nlew Hestament window is
about Our Lorddés Resurrection,
window any more than the women saw Him in the empty tomb.
After coming back to life and descending into hell to proclaim
victory there, Jesus declared victory on earth by showing Himself
to be alive, not as a mere ghost, but as flesh and blood that could
be touched (John 20:27) and could eat (John 21:15). We know
t hat Athe third day He rose
Creed) Afaccording to the Scri
say, more than fulfilling Old Testament prophecies, the
Resurrection of our Lord is reported by the New Testament
Gospel accounts. No mere symbol, the resurrection did actually
occur and means somet hing, f ol
not occur, then our faith is in vain (1 Corinthians 15:14).
Jesuso own teaching t odndl o]
resurrection so one of the things the Resurrection does is prove
that Jesusd teaching is the tr
Jesus is the Son of God and that the Father accepted His sacrifice
on our behalf. Perhaps more than these things, however, what
matters to believers is that they, too, shall rise. Jesus is the
Afirstfruits of them KIW.desas, ep
Abecause | l i ve, ye KIWalalndl ifiv
the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth
in Me shall nex2ekKdV.dieo (John 1
Since God is God of the living not of the dead (Luke 20:38),
cemeteries are really just places for empty bodies to sleep. When
we look for our loved ones who are dead to this world, what the
angels asked the women might b
|l iving among thkkVdead?06 (Luke
't might be said the Churcho
Easter greeting: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, hallelujah!
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Cross and Crown

Luke 24:26
AfOught not Chr i
suffered these things and to
enter into his
24:26 KJV). While one might
expect a crown of thorns with
the cross, this window shows
a cross and glorious crown.
Jesus clearly taught that for
Him and for His followers the
path to glory included a cross
(Matthew 16:21; Mark 8:30;
Luke 9:20).

Crowned with a glorious
crown, Jesus our King rules
over all creatures (Matthew
28:18), governs and protects
His Church (John 18:387),
and leads His Church to glory
(2 Timothy 4:18).

To those who follow Him,
enduring their own crosses,
Jesus also promises crowns,
thrones, and a heavenly
banquet, of which the
Sacrament of the Altar is a
foretaste  (Matthew 19:28;
Luke 22:2830; Revelation
3:21). His is a theology of the
cross, not a theology of glory.
There is a great reversal, and
the world is turned upside
down. Things are not as they
appear: defeat is victory; and
water, a sinful
and bread and wine give the
forgiveness that victory won.
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