Lenten Vespers

March 18, 2020, Office of Vespers, The Lutheran Hymnal, pages 41-45
Tonight’s theme: “The Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer”

Opening Hymn

What God Ordains Is Always Good

1. What God ordains is always good;
His will abideth holy.
As He directs my life for me,
I follow meek and lowly.
My God indeed in ev’ry need
Doth well know how to shield me;
To Him, then, I will yield me.

#521: stanzas 1-3

2. What God ordains is always good.
He never will deceive me;
He leads me in His own right way,
And never will He leave me.
I take content what He hath sent;
His hand that sends me sadness
Will turn my tears to gladness.

3. What God ordains is always good.
His loving thought attends me;
No poison can be in the cup
That my Physician sends me.
My God is true; Each morn anew
I’ll trust His grace unending,
My life to Him commending.

Opening Versicles
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Psalmody
Psalm 130 (antiphon: v. 7)
P. O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption.
C. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the
voice of my pleas for mercy!
P. If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness, that
you may be feared.
C. I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord more than
watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning.
P. O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption.
C. And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities. Glory be… (sung)
P. O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption.

Scripture Readings After each reading: P. But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C. Thanks be to Thee, O Lord. (sung)

1

Isaiah 53:3-7, 10
3
He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was
wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that
brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and
like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth… 10 Yet it was the will of the
Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his
offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.
Ephesians 1:3-14
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with
which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set
forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth. 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the
first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,
14
who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

John 6:35-40
35
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All
that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38 For I have
come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will
of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last
day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him
should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
Over the course of our Lenten services the Passion of Christ in Matthew 26-27 will be read.
Matthew 26:36-75
36
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here,
while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to
be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain
here, and watch with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he
came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with
me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their
eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the
same words again. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later
on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be
going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 47 While 2 he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the

twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of
the people. 48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize
him.” 49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50 Jesus
said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and
seized him. 51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his
sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put
your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you think
that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?
54
But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 55 At that hour Jesus said to
the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day
after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 56 But all this has taken place that
the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled. 57 Then
those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders
had gathered. 58 And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high
priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole
Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, 60 but they
found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said,
“This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’ ” 62 And
the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify
against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the
living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so.
But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What is your
judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 67 Then they spit in his face and struck him. And
some slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?” 69 Now Peter
was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were
with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you
mean.” 71 And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the
bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I do
not know the man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you
too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself
and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went
out and wept bitterly.

Passion Hymn

Go to Dark Gethsemane

#159

Catechism Lesson
P. What is the Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer?
C. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
P. What does this mean?
C. The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we pray in this
petition that it may be done among us also.
P. How is God’s will done?
C. God’s will is done when he breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil,
the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s name or let His
kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and faith until
we die. This is His good and gracious will.
3

Catechetical Hymn

Our Father, Who from Heaven Above

1. Our Father, who from heav’n above
Bids all of us to live in love
As members of one family
And pray to You in unity,
Teach us no thoughtless words to say
But from our inmost hearts to pray.

LSB 766: 1, 4, 9

4. Your gracious will on earth be done
As it is done before Your throne
That patiently we may obey
Throughout our lives all that You say.
Curb flesh and blood and ev’ry ill
That sets itself against Your will.

9. Amen, that is, so shall it be.
Make strong our faith in You, that we
May doubt not but with trust believe
That what we ask we shall receive.
Thus in Your name and at Your Word
We say, “Amen, O hear us, Lord!”
Sermon
The Offering
The Versicle & Canticle (The Magnificat)
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The Prayers & Collects
P. ... world without end.
C. Amen. (sung)
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Benedicamus and Benediction
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Closing Hymn

What God Ordains Is Always Good

4. What God ordains is always good.
He is my Friend and Father;
He suffers naught to do me harm,
Though many storms may gather.
Now I may know both joy and woe,
Some day I shall see clearly
That He hath loved me dearly.

#521: stanzas 4-6

5. What God ordains is always good.
Though I the cup am drinking
Which savors now of bitterness,
I take it without shrinking.
For after grief God grants relief,
My heart with comfort filling
And all my sorrow stilling.

6. What God ordains is always good.
This truth remains unshaken.
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine,
I shall not be forsaken.
I fear no harm, for with His arm
He shall embrace and shield me;
So to my God I yield me.
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